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I Brendan Sweeney wish to strongly object to the proposed Lackeragh Wind Farm,
File number 321285 which was previously refused by Clare County Council case ref
2460411 .

Clare County Council reasons for refusal are listed below , I would as you to read
through these carefully as the state the reasons why this proposed wind farm is in the
complete wrong place with regard to the environmental impact this will impact on this
elevated site along with the negative impact on so many red listed birds and other
wildlife and the surrounding SAC and water courses which these elevated hills supply
namely Lough Doon and the lower Shannon waterways.

1. The proposal site is located in the Slieve Bernagh Bog Landscape Character Area (LCA), in an area where
windfarm developments are 'Open to Consideration'. In accordance with Objective WES10 of the Clare
Wind Energy Strategy wind energy developments in these areas can he considered on a case-by-case
basis subject to viable wind speeds, environmental resources and constraints and cumulative impacts.

Having regard to the location of the site in the more sensitive and scenic area of the LCA (Lackereagh
and Glenvagalliagh Mountains), the PlannIng Authority considers that the proposed turbine structures, by
reason of their height (tip height up to 180m), scale and siting on this open, exposed and sensitive upland
landscape woutd constitute a prominent feature on the landscape from both local and long range
viewpoints, and would therefore seriously injure the visual amenities of the area. Furthermore, it is
considered that the development would be highly visible from, and negatively impact upon, the FR466

Regional Road which is a designated Scenic Rout8 and would negatively alter the character of this rural
landscape

Having regard to the foregoing and noting also the significant potential for cumulative impacts arising when
the proposed development is considered in-combination with permitted and proposed wind farm
development in the surrounding area, it is considered that the proposed development, would contravene
Objectives CDP14.2 and CDP14.7 of the Clare County Development Plan 2023-2029 and would be
contrary to the proper planning and development of the area

2. The Planning Authority notes that there is hydrological connectivity between the proposed development
site and both the Lower River Shannon SAC, and the River Shannon and River Fergus Estuaries SPA.
The majority of the habitats and species for which both European sites are designated are water-
dependent habitats and species with requirements for high to pristine water quality,

Having regard to the particulars submitted with the planning application, with particular reference to the
peat and spoil management proposals, surface water management plans, and the WFD Assessment
contained in Appendix 9-3 of the submitted documents, the Planning Authority. as the competent authority
in the appropriate assessment process, is unable to conclude, beyond reasonable scientific doubt, that
the proposed development wiN not adversely afFect the integrity of downstream European sites. The
proposed development would be contrary to Objective CDP15.3 of the County Development Plan and
contrary to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

3. It is an objectIve of Clare County Council, under Objective CDP15.12 of the Clare County Development
Plan 2023-2023 to inter alia to promote the conservation of biodiversity through the protection of sites of
biodiversity importance and wildlife corridors, both within and between the designated site and the wider
plan area

Having regard to the importance of the area for multiple bird species, as evidenced by the survey results
submitted with the development proposal, it is considered that there is significant potential for cumulative
effects through the in.combination effects of other proposed and permitted windfarm developments in the
area, all of whIch contain significant numbers of birds of conservation concern and red-listed bird species.
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In the absence of a strategic level cumulative assessment of the impact of the construction of a large
number of turbines within one geographical area (66 turbine proposed or permitted), the Planning Authority
cannot satisfactorily determine that the proposed development will not give rise to, or contribute to.
significant or adverse effects on either the Special Conservation Interests of the Special Protection Areas
in the zone of influence of the proposed d8velopment, Birds of Conservation Concern or on the Red List,

Having regard to the foregoing, the Planning Authority considers that the proposed development would
significantly diminish the biodiversity value of the area, would be contrary to Objective CDPI 5.12 of the
Clare County Development Plan 2023-2029 and would be mnhary to the proper planning and sustainable
development of the area.

This determination is made considering the following;

+ Having reviewed the Qualifying Interest Features of the Glenomra Wood SAC [CX>1013] and
the Lower River Shannon SAC [0021651 together with the Special Conservation Interests of
the Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA [004058] and River Shannon and River Fergus Estuaries SPA
lo04077 1.

While there is an absence of a direct footprint associated with the works within a European
Site, there is a potential for in-direct and adverse effects due primarily to the hydrological
connectivity across the landscape to the receiving environment of the River Shannon
catchment which has a dual designation as a European Site.
The finding of no adverse effects on the European sites located downstream of the Proposed
Windfarm is based on the findings of each of the individual windfarm applications and their
application of mitigation measures. There is no consideration of the cumulative or in-
combination impacts arising from each of these windfarms albeit at a lower level which
cumulatively could lead to adverse effects downstream.
There is no analysis, information, or scientific assessment to indicate how this conclusion has
been reached. Specifically with respect to the 2 no. windfarms which have been included in
the cumulative hydrological study area Clare County Council raised a number of issues with
the Fahy Beg application both as part of the environmental assessment and as part of the
refusal reasons in the Chief Executives Order. Issues pertaining to noise, the management of
the excavated soils and materials on the proposal site, risk to the Qualifying Interests and
Special Conservation Interests of the associated European Sites which were inadequately
addressed in the NIS amongst others were raised but have not been assessed in the
application to hand as part of the cumulative and in-combination effects.

•

e

•

CO\tHAIFtLE CI 4RF
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Determination under Section 177V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) in
relatIon to whether Planning Application P.24/6(HIll would adversely affect the integrIty of a
European site.

I refer to the refusal of permission for the development associated with P.24/60411. In accordance
with Section 177V (3) this determination is a record of the planning authorities’ conclusion in
accordance with the Appropriate Assessment process which was carried out in line with Article 6 (3)
of the Habitats Directive and Section 177V (1) of the Planning and Development Act (as amended).

Determination
Having regard to the content of the Planning Application as submitted, the Plans and Particulars of the
Application including the Natura Impact Statement together with all internal reports and third-party
submissions received, it has been determined that there is insufficient information in terms of the
cumulative and in-combination effects of the Proposed Windfarrn in conjunction with the proposed
and/or permitted windfarms within approximately 25km of the application and the mitigation
measures required to avoid, reduce, or remediate the potential for adverse effects, to conclude a
finding of no adverse effects beyond scientific doubt as is required under Article 6 {3) of the Habitats
Directive
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This determination is made considering the following;

• Having reviewed the Qualifying Interest Features of the Glenomn Wood SAC [(X)1013] and
the Lower River Shannon SAC FX)2165] together with the Special Conservation Interests of
the Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA [CX)4058] and River Shannon and River Fergus Estuaries SPA
[004077]
While there is an absence of a direct footprint associated with the works within a European
Site, there is a potential for in-direct and adverse effects due primarIly to the hydrological
connectivity across the landscape to the receiving environment of the River Shannon
catchment which has a dual designation as a European Site.
The finding of no adverse effects on the European sites located downstream of the Proposed
Windfarm is based on the findings of each of the individual windfarm applications and their
application of mitigation measures. There is no consideration of the cumulative or in-
combination impacts arising from each of these windfarms albeit at a lower level which
cumulatively could lead to adverse effects downstream.
There is no analysis, information, or scientific assessment to indicate how this conclusion has
been reached. Specifically with respect to the 2 no. windfarms which have been included in
the cumulative hydrological study area Clare County Council raised a number of issues with
the Fahy Beg application both as part of the environmental assessment and as part of the
refusal reasons in the Chief Executives Order. Issues pertaining to noise, the management of
the excavated soils and materials on the proposal site, risk to the Qualifying Interests and
Special Conservation Interests of the associated European Sites which were inadequately
addressed in the NIS amongst others were raised but have not been assessed in the
application to hand as part of the cumulative and in-combination effects.

•

•

•

e

e

•
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With respect to bird species, it is difficult to see how the cumulative impact of 66 turbines
comprising those already permitted or proposed in conjunction with the current application
for 7. No turbines within a 25km radius have been sufficiently assessed within the NIS.
TIle NIS talks to each of the previous applications but dismisses the potential for adverse
effects to arise individually based on the identification and application of mitigation measures,

Significant doubt remains as to the cumulative impact of either the construction or
operational phase impacts that may arise and lead to significant or adverse effects on the
Special Conservation Interests of the associated SPAs.
With respect to the cumulative assessment of the impacts from the project on water qualitY
having considered the requirements of the Water Framework Directive in terms of achieving
at least Good Status in an surface and groundwater bodies by 2027 at the latest I am not
satisfied that the project as proposed, can achieve this and therefore ensure the absence of
adverse effects downstream on the associated European sites.
This risk is predominantly associated with the identification of Doon Lough (which is an
important NHA in Clare) as a Hydraulic golfer which will provide a dilution effect to the River
Shannon downstream

•

• In conclusion, having regard to the Natura Impact Statement submitted as part of the planning
application and following review of same I am not satisfied that there is no risk of adverse
effects on the integritY of the associated European Sites {either directly or indirectly), alone
or in-combination with other plans or projects. The application as submitted contains
reasonable scientific doubt which in line with case law precludes the Competent Authority
from concluding a finding of no adverse effects.

SIgned\\Mr, GLA-b
Helen Quinn
Senior Planner

o)'S_ /c) - a09Lb

See also attached from a recent Teagase report on our fragile water system which
flows into the above-mentioned water systems, hence a large scale development
on the hillsides which supply this river must remain untouched.
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Farming for
Water Quality

May 2021 Edited by:
Paula Browne

Broadford PAA Newsletter
The Agricultural SustainabiIIty Support and AdvIsory Programme {ASSAP) is a national initiative to help
improve water quaIIty in IH) catchments across the country. The Broadford Catchment is one of the Areas
IdentIfIed as being at risk of not meeting its water quaIIty targets. A programme of sampling and assessing
by the Local Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO} began in this area in November 2018 to assIst in
identifying potentIal problems. Information from ASSAP is used to provide data to meet Ireland’s reporting
obligations to the EU under the water framework directive

ThIs newsletter will provide you with up to date information on monitwing and farm assessments
carried out in the area since November 2018

The Broadford (Glenomra) RIver is one of the PriorIty Areas for ACtIOn (PAA's) selected for the country
The river catchment covers three waterbc>dies: 8roadford 010 {headwaters); Broadford_020 &
8roadford030 WIth the Broadford 010 as the PAA
Broadford_010 had poor water quality at the time of the public meetIng and this has since improved to
Moderate status. The Broadford aia has a target of Good ecological status.

What Issues were identified?
The LAWPRO catchment scientists have now completed theIr work in the Broadford PAA. TIle team has
concluded that the issue impacting on water quaIIty in the river is sediment from farming practices and
hydromorpholoBy - natural or man-made alterations to the river channel

•

•

•

•

Sediment can enter a water body as a result of a number of farm activities. These include drainage;
drain maintenance, land reclamation, reseeding, out wintering and poaching of land, watering
points for cattle and inappropriate stream interactions.

Sedirnent is the fine material associated with soils and can be both mineral and organic (e.g. peaty)
in nature.

Excess sediment entering a watercourse can impact the rtver by clogging the gravel bed and causing
a loss of habitat. This will have an adverse effect on invertebrates, fish spawning and other life
cycles in a watercourse and result in a decrease in water quality,

SedIment carries other elements in association WIth it phosphorus being the most SIgnIficant. This
phosphorus wiN become available in the water body and can cause algal blooms and plant
proliferation. Sediment can also carry nitrogen and toxic heavy metals to watercourses.

s££Zig8ility
Ireland -Abu u mmml
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What Actions are recommended in the area?
' Maintain riparian buffer rnargins along all surface drains which helps to reduce losses of sediment

Planted buffer margins are even more effective by helping to stabilise the river bank and wi:I also
improve biodiversity on the farm

• Leave appropriate riparian buffers {at least 2m) alongside drains and streams when reseeding or
carrying out land improvement works.

+ Prevent access bY livestock into drains and streams and provide alternative drinkIng water sources

' Take appropriate care when carrying out any drainage works or drain maintenance. Contact your
agricultural advisor for advice and guidance.

' Avoid out wintering and poachIng of land as this can contribute to losses of sediment and nutrients
during periods of high rainfall.

Broadford Catchment

Paula Browne, Teaga sc, Station Road, EnnIs, Co. Clare
(087) 2026001

Please feel free to contact me to you to discuss the above information or any concerns you may have.
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Please note that I have lived and farmed in the Glenomra valley in Kilbane att my
life, I work in Engineering/ Construction at management level and farm part time in
Kitbane.



I have been an outdoor enthusiast all my life from Fishing, Hunting Game
Conservation to Birdwatching and Hillwalking and a leader for Scouting Ireland for
8 years.

(

I have a good knowledge of Engineering and Construction, environmental issues
with a huge interest in wildlife and their habitat so I my opinions on the like are
valid

I have been and currentty a member of many national associations such as
Irish Deer Society.
Irish Grouse Trust.
National Association of Regional Game Councils.
Mountaineering Ireland.

Please read the following to understand my concerns.

Firstly I would like to point out how this will affect me personally, I am the owner of
lands adjoining and within the Slievebearnagh SAC folio number CE53576F.

Turbine number I EIAR Chapter 4, section 4.4.111

TEM Coordinates
Top of Foundation Blewtion (m

OD)
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This Turbine T1 will be located at the above mentioned ITM Coordinates which are
98.7 meters from my lands at upper Kilbane folio number CE53576F.
See images and text below.
While the developer has not specified the model of wind turbine I would ask the
ABP to look up Operations and Maintenance Manual for Vestas Model NM52-900
reference number OUM100000092-03EN

"operotion and Maintenance Manta! for Yeslas models NMS2-9QC> reference number
OU MI OOOOO092-03EN" . We would ask you to wed this in its entirety if you are in any doubt as to
the hazard level posed by these machines. We would also then refer the Council specifically to
Section 2.3 headed “Safety jyrstrtlctions". We have added some emphasis. This section has a nurntnr
of subheading$ including:

• 2.3.2 in case of runaway !operations]
The manual says that should this take place the area around the \and turbine rnust be
evacuated immediately and the area cordoned off. It goes on "Do not try ra stop or save Me
wind turbine. The plant can be replaced – human lives cannot be! No parse it must venture
closer than S00wt to a runaway rotor”.

' 2.3.3 Lightning and thunderstorms
The manual states “ Do noI remain inside or near the turbine and so be exposed to a possible

fatal injury caused by lightning. When the thunderstorm has passed over, personnel must
wait at least i hour before approaching the wind turbine. Continuing rusHing or hissing
sounds from \vet rotor blades show that they carry an electrica i charge so do not go near or
touch the plant

The 2CXi7 Operations Manual is even more alarming in its terms than the 2005 document, Section 2
says

“Do not stay within a radjgs af40Qm (1300ft) from the turbine uniess it is necessary.
If You have to inspect an operating turb bIC from the ground do not graF &aider the
rotor plane but observe the rotor from the front.

Make sure that children do not stay by or ptay near the turbine,
the foundation. ”

If necessary fence

Please refer to the Vestas document, Section 2
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Folio Number CE53576F

FreeholdTitle Level
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How in this case can I farm these lands with the risk of injury to myself, my family
and my livestock in the future.
Along with the dangers involved the peace and quiet of these hill sides will be gone
forever.
This Turbine no 1 also is within 100 meters approx of the StieveBearnagh SAC, how
can the developer be given permission to excavate hundreds of tonnes of soil and
replace with concrete so close to a SAC.
These is a risk to the water table on this hill which in turn may make my lands
worthless on the future if water table would be affected.



My lands above which are part of the SAC 98.78 meters from T1.

Letters of Consent have many inaccuracies and are open to many questions.

Folio CE56707F landowner consent provided by Coillte. Coillte is not the registered
landowner, the Minister of Lands is the registered owner.

Folio CE56707F consent letter does not contain a folio number, rather an 'indicative
map’. It is misleading and not clear to a reasonable person which folios of land that the
consent is being given for.

Folios CE26031 , CE21277, CE21214, CE2766 have 'entitled to be’ landowners in the
consent letters – this does not align with land registry records and is not supported or
co-signed by a solicitor to confirm same, therefore there is a query over signatory
authority.

Folio CE24441 F is prohibited to be sub-let or sub-divided under s.12 of the Land Act
1965 and to the provisions restricting the vesting of interest specified in s.45 of the
Land Act 1 965. Land Commission consent in writing required to the sub-letting of this
folio

Folio CE24441 F has a public right of way, this access will be restricted during
construction phases.

Folio CE24441 F has right for persons to cut and take turf from this property this will be
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impacted during the construction phase and potentially permanently due to
permanent fencing surrounding the development.

Folio CE21277 contains a Land Purchase Annuity, together with a charge of £1,000
in favour of the HSE, therefore there is a query over signatory authority.

Folio CE21214 landowner consent provided however this land does not form part of
outline maps, therefore query over map accuracy.

Folio CE57584F has specific right of way access that will be restricted during
constructIon.

Folio CE8083 contains 'Sporting Rights’, query over whether all 'shareholders’ have
given consent and their access to these sporting rights will be restricted for the lifespan
of the windfarm.

Folios CE1934F &amp; CE1935F contain 'Fishing Rights’, query whether all
'shareholders’ have given consent and their access to these fishing rights will be
restricted during construction phase.

12 out of 16 consent letters are undated.

As I Brendan Sweeney am Chairman of Broadford and Kilbane Gun Club who has
exercised Sporting rights over Folio Number CE8083 since 1986 and previous
members before that date. As a club we are actively involved in release of game
birds, these game birds are now at risk from disturbance to their habitat and loss of
habitat and at a risk to bird strike from turbines. We have not been asked for

consent nor advised on access on our sporting rights now or in the future.

I Brendan Sweeney also have turf cutting rights on CE24441, since my Late fathers
time we have cut turf at this location. We have not been consulted by the
developer whether these activities will be curtailed or will roadways be blocked or
gates locked in the future.

Scoping Responses
Tourism

Failte Ireland guide mentions the following beLow, because these turbines will
effect aLI of the below I urge you to reject the application.

EIAR Guidelines for the Consideration of\
Tourism and Tourism Related Projects
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According to the Failte Ireland Tourism Facts 2018 Report, the most important factors in
determining the attractiveness of tourism destinations for visitors to Ireland are;

+ Beautiful Scenery and Unspoiled Environment
• Hospitality
+ Safety
B Nature. Wildlife and Natural Attractions
• History and Culture
• Pace of Life

41 Page

I am the co-owner of KILBANE GLAMPING, a business my wife Aine set up on our
family farm.
We offer an idyllic hide away immersed in nature surrounded by unspoilt hills that
have remained unchanged for millennia apart from the spruce planted by Coillte,
these will be lost forever if the proposed windfarm goes ahead.
Noise, Shadow Flicker is all we will offer our guests if this development goes
ahead, the Fi463 which passed with in half a Kilometer from our Glamping site is
designated by Clare County Council as a tourist route within Co Clare.

Slievebearnagh Acres Munster Uplands Co -Operative.
The mountain ranges of Siteve Breanagh and lackeragh along with whole of Kilbane are
lands within the proposed Windfarm area are now part of Acres Co-Operative zone for
the protection of Biodiversity and mostly the Hen Harrier.
This is a EU funded environmental scheme for farmers in Ireland.

The Hen Harrier is one an endangered bird species in Ireland we have some of the last
remaining pairs within the country.
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The whole of Lackeragh Mountain and SlieveBearngh is identified and incLuded in the Acres
Munster Uplands Co Operative Zone for the protection of the HenHarrier and its habitat
and suppOrt the prospect of future generations of this bird,

@

6

The lands at the site are comprised primarily of afforested non-native invasive
conifer specIes;

The afforestation of these lands is acknowledged by the developer. within their own
El/\R,7.9.2.2,as having detrimental effects on the pe8tlands and thereby on the
species that occurred there in the past; including the hen harrier and no doubt other
species such as curtew.
The afforestation of these lands woutd have resulted in the direct loss of the hen

harrier preferred habitats of heath, bog and open natural habitats;

The hen harrier has been artificIally forced to utiLise these non-native conifer
pLantations as a direct consequence of the loss of the natural heather and bog
habitats.

It is likely that the effects of the original afforestation of these habitats and the
impacts on the hen harrier required to be assessed at the time of the afforestation
in order to comE)ty with the Wildlife Act; Birds Directive; Habitats Directive and the
EIA Directive;

e

e

e
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The area around this windfarm has held nationally significant numbers of hen
haFrlers during previous national surveys with up to 7 pairs in this area (4.5% of
national population estimate in Ruddock et al, 2016)

it is reported by the applicant that hen harrier surveys were completed from
October to March (see EIAR 7.2.4.1.5 , which is outside of the best practice, and
recognised, survey season (March to August; Hardey et 812013) and would tead to
an under-representation of hen harrier activity due key display periods.
HardeY. J., Crick, H., Wernham, C., Riley, H., Etheridge, 8. &amp; Thompson, D.
€2013) RaptorS: a field guide for suIveys and monitoring (3rd Edition). The Stationery
Office, Edinburgh, U,K.

' The applicant further states that that human pressure such as Commercial
Forestry, Agriculture and Wind Farms have led to the decIIne in the
HenHarrier, this is another rriain reason for refusal of these works



24 Hen Ha'rhlr Roost Surveys

Hen huBer nxwt surveys were wrdadaken +latin the 1+aIXi&ad Wind Farm sac and to a 2kxn rugus.
Ttrrse nwryb aimed to identify actit•e winter hen barnet rmb near or u+thin the F\qxnrd \Vntd

Farm ate. Suwry mnthodololy followed GIlbert da (IW) and CYDcxnMe rally). html batches of
2'3 howl were conduaod at dx Inn h•mer vnrnBC poInt loadwu horn dubk untII last \t\Ibn IIght
during which an lun barrier otxcnzaons +erp roctxdod and lruppul

hrh hen hantn vrnia8c point wah surveyed mcc par m£xrth durIng the Mum 8cxsmr bcn+von
f)dnbcr alta Much £ndwi+'c (in winur X12tWl,H12W2 and XY2&2C123). Survey effort b prosmud
In AppendIx 7-2, buiud£ag full dontII of dates, IIma and weather rondldr)ns. FiBurn 76 shows thr hen
harder vantage point kx4dam.

BroedbIB Hen Harrier {N8tkHul Importntce)

The dmbnc rn hrn huBer p©puhdons in Ireland is a rBSUIl of human related prBsarrrs, in partIcular
U>ttat mudiOcadon and lon. The indus ales that most closely acertap wIth the distrtbuacxr of ben
banter irl the 5wtaunding uplands aIr cmwwrthJ fmvs£ry, agHc&laual, and wind fanrn s. As oudrnod
In Ardcle 12 npon$nIx the key dvcatq@suns acting m tIen harder relate to fatPstry practise
(krrludlng forest planting on open gnxrnd and forestry management) and the rnahficaUon of crJti\aUorr
practlcu, ’nrese lhn8n/®surn arc dncdbal as of hr&II Impartzncr. Impacts a©ochnd filth bInd
famu (nnewabic abiotic energy use) an cl4sdOcd a5 of medIum Impcxtzncc. Thc recently drafted
Threat Raf>owe Ran for the Hen Harder a:)2+x}28 pInned by NPWS hdudes a simIlar rurnmary of
thr Aniclr 12 thnaWwusurn. These thnaB are !My la apply k>cally in thc nrrvey arra whIch is

A U++ buren CA aBP E14R

iq 1< 0 > a /Ah+-f-,w/n/6 vms
V

Imatcd h m uplmd UVa +hrrr agI+cultural pnrncn nra cunmndal plarunB n-. the mmI tnqurnt
habitat use.

ForHtng hen banter wu hfrvq&clay r+cuded wIdth tIn Ptof>cnd Wind Farm. Ttn kni'm oF
haUnt k, d£srwtnncc, dbpherunnt &ad barnet cHub u a rvndr af IIn PrwFxned hWa • -r
annacd to be allow d&ninealter. No d&nineant care& £fcdlbion rtsk are nwclpud a tIn nuJth
national or Intrmztiond Ic\el. In the vader 8wtoundm6s nf the P+ufxned wha Fan& hen In:nct %=
InBrb- mudn8 nd foraging in scrub and beatI habttaB nch as dIne hI the S&yr Benugtt Bog SAt '

Tbr Pmpnsed WInd Flinn is wltQely to ccxwthuir d€nIRcuab oa the neFRye rwnul®M eac’ch u tIe
PI,p,ned n,Ibn„ „, dud in babu ( bnfxabva vkultunl mia-d and a-n'rnid'I fn'€W) BIn
are in hvcxued by ben turrtEr u radrntpd by luivrp- Thrrrf£#e+ ben hanin an itcH deBIdeN on
dIe }ubita tha would be laI txMr. If ben barrier arr not dcfnndpN on ann habib& then anY Iou cf

thu,- hzblhrs b unbkrly to ranrrtbure to dpdfbnt cwrruhd''e caRtS.

• This paragraph is conflicting if it states that HenHarriers are not dependent of
forested area, they are forced to depend and roost in these areas.
This is a habitat foisted up the hen harrier directly due to the Loss of its

preferred Habitats,

ACRES Munster / South Connacht
Co-operation Project
ACRES Hunt+ / South Connectd b the brBwt rRXl rnut dbp+ned of

the Co'ofntztbn PrcM& it is spread across rwt• cwntb& 8tntcfSne

from ttt• Knockrn+ddown Moult&ns in Wgt•dud to the Slime Au8htb8

in Gehny. It cont©bIS brp WInd 8re8• nchxbaB tIn

C;dta=8 in Lim•rU / Tipp+w. th• St8c£9 hbmtwn8 n Co. Remy ard
S$•ve Callan in Co. aaa Itn= areu ev partBcuUy imported for mmr

of ar us$wa bird 8fncie8. inclUdIng Clxlew. Her&s md Red Grow• nISt

of the hnd cbd8nat•d far btw<hnB Hen Hamer b cont+n+d h thIS Co

ofnatIon ana 8rxi clan to 1.5CX> nmers hw+ h& expMlertu af On

re9tit9-based •p+x08ch ttvou8h the Hen Hannr Project.

TIn Hunter / South Connmht contaIns tIn UW+

r68cha8 of nm• ow meet Important dwr e8tctynants. The Lu. the

Blackwater. tIn Suit, nd importvlt tnbutwb8 ofttu SherInon btcltxhag

the HrA ear. nd th F+ab. flow through thIS Ceop•ratIon •roe

www. rte .ie/news/ireland/2024/0202/143C)1 1 3-hen-harrier-survey/
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See text below from the article above Note the reference to wind energy
development which destroys Hen Harrier habitat and disrupts the breeding of
future generations of this bird,. Hen Harriers are present in this area and will not
expand if these proposed works go ahead.

The NPWS warns the current rate of decline could lead to the bird of prey becoming
extinct within 25 years and said "urgent interventions" are needed. Head of
Advocacy with BirdWatch Ire[and Oonagh Duggan said: "We know what needs to be
done to save this species. Government knows what needs to be done but it is not
acting. "She said: "All national hen harrier breeding and wintering sites must be
protected from afforestation, forest management activities and wind energy
development
"Habitat restoration for these important areas is a[so critical and we need [ong-term
and well-funded agri-environment scheme to support farmers for their conservation
efforts

If

Hen harrier breeding pairs down 33% over 7
years - NPWS

1 t F 1 ] 1 Of1) a)

*''{

The NPWS found a 'maximurn of 106 breeding pairs'

Forestry Coillte and privately owned which are part of the development

Since the late1990" s it has been an EU requirement that an EIR must be in
place for forestry development, it is up to An Board Pleanala to ensure that the
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correct EU legislation was adhered to and the specific EIR was in place prior to
these forests being planted, see attached images.
Was an EIR completed prior to the planting of these woods,

(

Public Web Viewer (arcgis.COm)

https://coil Ite.maps.arcgis.com/aPPS/webaPPvieweHindex.html?id=7b05ec6a44a14bd8t>
523ealfcb78b4e9

https://clarecoco.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=7b81e3372c 1 749
8589994ec61006e846
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COMMOM BUZZARDS

The bird study mentions the common buzzard as being sighted 145 times with
78 sightings at collision heights , these are another red listed bird in the
community.

The Bard Owl survey is complete rubbish mentioning an estimated 17 pairs in
Co Clare, a few evenings in Kilbane with me and I would show them 4 pairs
nesting within a half mile radius of the village in.
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• Barn Owl

There is a mention of Barn Owl within 2.6 kIm of the proposed site which is untrue
there are 4 Barn Ow! nosts in immediate Kilbane area with one nest in a derelict
house in the village of kilbane.

This contradicts the Barn Owl study
w===BIn=HH•

+ Id

i
+

Barn Owl

As per the latest NPWS ArtIcle 12 npcxtrn8 docurnrnl ale r+dmun! ptprJuk>nci bun owl b WItH
p&rs. Thcrefmr. n per NRA (lm) argerl& a rrgul3dy rvaIrdrq pquhann nIn\r pun cJ but CMI h
rrquhPd for cjzqdlkaann as Na£kxrally Impotunt.

Them ur no pUbbShDd agurn far the County Clare popuhtkwr of barn owl. IIsIng Brc dbtHbuur4r of
barn owl 8rrr+is helzn{I &mn IIu brrrdrng bIrd ulnln Wai Il) the county populaaur of barn onI is
?bamatrxi la be a muamum af gcb cidran Fn£rx Ttiurfmo. a rrBulnty OKWTtng pvuladon af just oar
bird is rrquJnd in clanlacHlan cf Cantly bnpttanl

Thero bn our brcetIIng nIntH- for bam owl tdcuaRed durIng Intkey& Iain lawn thc ncuut
pnFxned turbhr u+ual 8 +thIn the foalbIg nnBr (iikm) of tIn spedn (Snp rr al. Xii9). Whdr

- Bud Ada au &the du NarhxuIBkBB\n,#) Dda (}int ## upsihl venn dF turrro' pfw yulat &nah$&bwrut
brttd dan +x a+d &r +ann he +borvtbn (f+caHbnl fx#ph+hal du+wvqrn bAr tuIeIIF an WHbaba ppAll
dnI aubWrqdb} Ibn p,rnmuB+nlhr a llnl /#TubeIan e3rbnaIF

18 Bed Ain du bun IN Naknd a,x5bfrQn lienCeaev +IIU ned eD Nhrur dr cuuru} RIFtAann Avunlr,ulwu4r
tvtud dan +nusrd hI nIhhard+prcruncfdkuBasdfhHm dba otcn bt at murKy n# uand pIll

q b+rlbbprnmr,p VF+t raIl:n HanIFarr

T+ 7
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These along with the numerous bird species observed , Grouse, Snipe, SparrowHawk,
Merlin, Peregine, Winter Lapwing,Kestrel, are evidence enough that this project be
suspended.

Tree felling and excavation at Folio numbers CE11696F and CE9401 and prior to
planning being approved.



Tree Fellin&andExcayation FoUo CEl1696F

• A recent court High Court Case ruling by MS Justice EmiLy Egan held that noise levels from
the two-turbine Batty duff Windfarm at Kilcomb near Ennisconhy Co Wexford amounted to
Unreasonable interference.

Turbines at Lackeragh are higher and more elevated than the ones in question in Wexford

www.breakingnew$.ie/ireland/nOi$e-from-wind-farm-is-nUiSance-tO-neIghbOurs-judge-Says-In-
landmark-ruling-
1598717.html#;-:text=A%20High%20Court%20judge%20ha$%20foynd%20that%201eveb9b200f%
20noise

• Wind farm regulations are outdated and were enacted when wind turbines were an average
of 100 meters high, in Lackeragh the turbines are 180 meters tall on elevated ground .

www .clare.fm/news/councIl-calls-suspensIon-ctare-wlndfarm-developments-new-guideIInes-
published/#:-:text=Clare%20County%20Council%20wil19b20write%2C>to%20the%20Envlronment

%2C>MInister

Clare County Council will write to the Environment Minister to request that aN

proposed windfarms here are suspended until new guidelines on wind energy
development are published.
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• The roads within the area are not suitable for HGV traffic as many are lanes with grass
growing in the middle

The L7004 is named as the route for stone delivery from a disused sand quarrYl this road is a single
track road not suitable for HGV traffic, see image below from planning application.

SEE images below of the forest area folio number CE24441F clearly showing the
disregard for the public roads and clearly works commencing prior to planning,
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Works already commencing at the site without proper planning permission.

£§};}:i}:{}:) fIB ){!it: (gIf'q:= 
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Planning permission sign highlighted.

Damage to the L7080
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4 Traffic Management Plan Appendix 1 5-2
Grid connection route section 3 L-3046 , this route travels through Glenmora
Wood SAC 001013, this is a oak forest, digging an underground cable route directly
through this wood is in in breach of EU legislation.

The legal basIs on which SACs are selected and designated is the EU Habitats Directive, transposed into Irish
law by the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 477 of 2011 ), as
amended

www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/general/Site%20Designation%20Process'Y,2016%2C)Feb%202012.pdf

:aiiI

A list of activities that might damage the wildlife interests of the site, and measures
required to protect the site is also provided. These potentially harmful activities
are called the Activities Requiring Consent or Notifiable Actions.

Nowhere in the Grid connection route does it state the applicant sought
permission from the NWPS or EU Habitats Directive that the got permission to
carry out excavations on this SAC or the applicant sought permission to carry out
any Activities Requiring Consent or Notifiable Actions. As the cable route dissects
the SAC where the surface beneath the road surface forms part of the SAC
therefore this area is protected by EU law. The SAC is ignored and not mentioned



once within the TLI Group Lackeragh wind farm 38KV Grid Connection Construction
Methodogly.

(

The grid connections mention 3 bridges and 8 culverts, it does not mention the
cutverts nor distinguish between them, again all the water crossings either go
towards the Lower River Shannon SAC, and the River Shannon and River Fergus
Estuaries SPA.

The image below shows a river stream or bridge at Aharinamore on the proposed
cable route which was not included as a bridge in the assessment.

M+,+•f WifI

Co. Clare

52.745261, -8.577881
na

Aharinaghmore
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Outline Construction Methodology 38kV GrId ConnectIon - Lackareagh WInd Farm
October 2023 IIt
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APPENDIX 2-2b
COMMUNITY REPORT PART 2

https://clarecharnpjo_nIe/garda-presence-at-windfamLC_On_Sa RatIon,Leaves-sour-taste
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This is how EDF have treated the locals since they arrived in Kilbane, no
consultation only secrecy and this is what we are building and how its being built
regardless of local concerns.

'1

HOme B BreakIng News 8 Garda presence atwlndfarm COnSUltatIon leaves SOUr taste
CLASSIFIEDS &ACKNOWLEeGEMEFrs

.q: JP;;; ); # 1
";try

Book a classified
advertisement

BUY YOUR DIGITAL EDmON

U'U"P%
Fzu11t!) 'quh'tl) tIlljh'Inf JP;£:1'
that jt lake nray bc doncL' “ I,r:

A view of the large crowd that attended the consultatIon in Kilbane on Tuesday ner\In& at WhICh a garda was
preSent.

GARDA PRESENCE AT WINBFARM CONSULTATION LEAVES SOUR TASTE

O A,pa 18. 2022 + 2.126Vlm3

M

JL:::„. I
THE presence of a member of an Garda Slochjna in Kllbane for a so.called protest that never materIaIIsed

agaInst a proposed aInd farm left a SOUr taste among resIdentS who gathered tO attend a pUbIIC

ConsuttatlOn CllnlC on Tuesday evenIng.

One Garda stood in the VIllage durIng the InformatIon cIInIC that was organIsed by EDF Renewables and a

second Garda came in a dIfferent VehICle fOr a brIef perIOd before dep3rttng shortly after\yards ahen it

was n3tantlv rlnar thafa uf3£ na clan of arty al,hllr ddmnn£tr3tlnn.

b_ =Ian Xb

APPENDIX 6-2
BAT SURVEY REPORT
(INCLUDING APPENDICES)

Next are images puts a question mark over the bat Survey as this are in East Clare
has one of the highest bat populations in the county.
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me
BREdBt
71659

Date (WEM
2.1lh August

RHuIB
[it Fm1 lxlm
horseshoe bat rocPit

itS 1,css,cr hont•shot• bat

observed cm

N. ,..,ang b.Em
73103

R 627 SIR

735tB

2"d August

2"d Augu,I

:t'rlcc

Dusk
Emergence

Dusk

Emergence

a
dropped turbIne

High ,.U\ity. no „,t)sting b„ts.

a G 25lh August

21 " Scptt.mbt'r

7375.1

DilvtTI re-
1'11

Dusk

No roosting biILs.

No roost idcnUfit•d.

Mature treeline T1 R62085 73754,

These was construction activity during this bat survey at this location, a New built
Statted Shed has been build at this location since this image was taken and was
under construction at the time which is evident and circiled in the image.
This statted was under construction without planning permission at this time.

This puts the bat survey into dispute at this loaction.
Image is from page 38 appendix 6-2.
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Furthermore as mentioned earlier I am the owner of the lands upper Kilbane folio
number CE53576Fadjoining the proposed T1 and can confirm the free line in the
image below is a haven for Bat activity, the dropped turbine location only a few
hundred meters below.

T1 bat survey location and my lands to the left with a hugh mature free line valley

There is a known Lesser Horseshoe Bat roost 710 m west of Turbine 6, these bats
are affected by the acoustic noise pollution from wind turbines, I urge you to make
note of this as the lesser Horseshoe has a foraging range of 2.5kms.
It is comical that they proposed to locate turbine at this location, please refer to
recent decisions by CCC in relation to the proximity of Lesser Horseshoe bats at
Caherlohan GAA facility which redused planning because if the presence of the
Lesser Horseshoe bat. See below.
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Environmental Impact
Assessment Report (El AR)

Lackareagh Wind Farm, Co.
Clare

Chapter 4 - Description of the Proposed
Project

Mp_s:/£www£e_tar_e_e_cho . ie/council-stall-clare-gaas-redevelopment-plans-for-

TURBINE DELIVERY ROUTE

Location 16 - R466 /L3022-0 junction

Appendix IS3 - Collett Dm tyjng No. 371dtXIIIXJCI.1 - To\ter
yA

Appendix IS3 - Collett Dra\ang No. 37](XXlIHJCI. I - Blade - Blade Adapter (1111ll1 tllu\\itt.R\ /laTe
safile numb@ '923

+

For the blade on blade adapter

>

>

>

>

>

)

>

Third party land is required on the north side of the RIGG and the east side of the
U0224).

Boundary hedging / wall to be removed on northside of the R41i3
Oversail trill occur on both sides of the RIGG
Street furniture is to be removed

O\'erhe,ld wires crosing the junction are to be removed.
Boundaries to be removed.

Trees and vegetation are to be pruned,

For the to\ver

> As above

No where in the application does it specify how much or whom is supplying the 3"
party land on north side of R466 nor the east side of L3022-0

I am the owner of over 1 km of road frontage along the L3022-0, at no stage have I
been approached with regard to Trees and Vegetation removal.
This road is a narrow single track road which cars must stop to pass at passing
points only, us locals would have reservations about the amount of heavy goods
traffic tranversing these lanes and Scotts Bridge on the L3022-0.

Clare County Council Development plan
I would ask you to please read over the CCC devolopment plan before making
decisions, our Glamping site gets a mention in this the latest devoloprnent plan for the
county.



Kilbane is a small village located in the foothills of Glenvagalliagh Mountain, part of the
Slieve Bearnagh Mountains. There are extensive views from the village across the
surrounding countryside and a tributary of the Glenomra River flows through Kilbane
creating an attractive setting for the village. The village is located along on a local road
that runs north from the FR466. The road passes through the Slieve Bearnagh Mountains
to Killaloe and is known locally as 'The Gap Road’. Kilbane has seen little development
in recent years and the majority of the land within the settlement boundary remains in
agricultural use. The village has retained its traditional rural character and new
residential developments have integrated well with the existing structures. There is
currently a church and graveyard, and a pub/shop serving the residents of the village
and the surrounding countryside along with a new glamping facility adjacent to the
village

General Objectives
• To promote small-scale development in the village to meet the housing needs of the
local rural community, increase the local population and support a vibrant community
while maintaining the rural character of the village;

• To facilitate the provision of the necessary infrastructure to allow for future growth in
the village

Employment and Enterprise

Kilbane is a small rural settlement serving its surrounding hinterland where agriculture
is the primary economic activity. The village is located along the East Clare Way under
the Slieve Bernagh Mountain range. A new glamping site on the fringes of the village
capitalises on the tourism and recreational potential of the area. The provision of local
shops and services, tourism products, agricultural diversification and home-based
enterprises will be supported in accordance with the objectives set out in Volume 1 of
this plan in order to strengthen the economy in the Kilbane area.

Commercial COM 1

The commercial zoning reflects an existing commercial use and allows for its extension
and diversification. The existing broadleaved tree line should be retained as part of
any future development of this site as foraging and commuting routes for bats. A
riparian buffer zone of 1 Om is provided along the Broadford River, a tributary of the
Glenomra River.

Strategy for Growth and Sustainable Communities

The strategy for the sustainable growth of the village and its community is through
consolidation and regeneration that promotes compact sequential growth and
supports and strengthens a sustainable village community and its rural hinterland. This
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will be achieved by encouraging small scale growth in areas which make a positive
contribution to the overall enhancement of the village and sustains it into the future. In
line with this approach and to promote vibrant rural villages, village growth areas have
been identified which provide opportunities and choice for development, including
small scale commercial, enterprise and community services/facilities as well as small
scale cluster housing, all of which offer a viable and attractive option for rural living
within a village community and setting. Kilbane offers a high quality rural
environment for those seeking to live in an area of traditional rural character. The
delivery of any new development in Kilbane will be encouraged by adopting a combined
approach of sequential compact growth and the re-use and redevelopment of vacant or
derelict sites and buildings within the village. Development is highly dependent on the
suitability of the land to accommodate on-site treatment systems. It is envisaged that
residential growth would occur incrementally and over a longer period of time in a
manner appropriate to the character and environmental sensitivities of the settlement.
In addition to compliance with the policies and objectives of this plan, specific
objectives app to the following sites:

VGA 1

This site is identified as having the capacity to accommodate small-scale in-depth
development. Given the scale of the existing village, small clusters of dwelling houses
will be encouraged on these sites (subject to the ability to provide appropriate
wastewater treatment facilities on the sites). The design and scale of any proposed
development shall be reflective of the rural character of the village and of the
requirements for place making as set out below.

Individual dwelling houses will be encouraged to locate on the remaining vacant sites
within the village.

Place Making and Regeneration

One of the most distinctive features in Kitbane is the sod and stone ditches that
line the approach roads to the village. They contribute significantly to the character
of the village. The sod and stone field boundaries shall be retained and
incorporated into new developments.

Flooding and Flood Risk

The Strategic Flood Risk Assessment in Volume 10c of this plan advises where existing
residential areas encroach into Flood Zones A & B, redevelopment of these areas
should be in accordance with Section 5.28 of the Planning System and Flood Risk
Management Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2009). Should a site-specific Flood
Risk Assessment update the flood extents, Section 5.28 should still apply to the
resultant flood zones.

Response from the HSE Planning ref 24/6041 1 NEHS Ref ID 41 95 must be adhered to,
see attached, this mentions unacceptable noise and shadow flicker.
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HSE National En\ironmcnt81 Health Sen ice.
Unit 6, Quin Road Business Park,

Ennis. {'o. ('lare.

B {06S) 6786668

PlalrlIIlrs Dcpannrctlt
Clare County Council
Ara is Con tac an Chl£ir

New Road
Ennis

C-o. flare
Vg 5 1)Xp2

g#FI11:gIIpI111)

phIDafT,dd wtcIEg lg

14:h October 2024

Planning ref 24 aN it
NFI IS Ref: Ii) 4195

Ibn n+4n'ehnnn HaPPOO a '+t++Hbdhn eP qI =u&nn+euknw8 qU,FdrBS a t,we nOw+ + I-eSp b t U
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1;ncIoNcd are the obscnatlonb ul- the Natiun31 Fn\ lronnrcnldl }lcallh Sen icc tXt’ ItS) on plannIng appIIcatIon
:+ ruN it

'\n} clarification on the contents of thIs bUbnrl>sIon should be in udc, in the tlr:it Instance. to Itchogt.irc ,I h\c IC
qu\Hlllg \’IIi IS If>419 S

i have only a M weeks D review thousands d pages d documents while EDF have
spent the last few years h £ecrecy compiling these documents.
I would urge An Board Plenala to Refuse planning for this development as it will
have irreversible consequences for the tiny unspoilt village of Kilbane for
generations to come.

Brendan Sweeney
Kilbane
Broadford
Co Clare.


